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Omnia in Excellentia Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam

St. John Bosco, Friend of the Young and the Poor

Catholic Schools week is a time to reflect on the gift of 
Catholic education that we have been given. There are many 
influential thinkers and educators whom we have intentionally 
tried to model our community on, from St. Augustine to St. 
Thomas to St. John Paul II. In thinking about my own formation 
as a teacher, one of the most important role models and friends has been St. 
Giovanni Melchiorre Bosco often referred to by his English name, St. John 
Bosco, or as the boys called him, Don Bosco.

Don Bosco was an Italian priest from northern Italy who spent his life ministering 
to the boys who had been left in the dust by the industrial revolution of the 
nineteenth century. (In many ways our times and those of St. Bosco are very 
similar, replacing the industrial revolution with the technological revolution and 
the streets with screens.) He started oratories and schools and eventually an 
order, the Salesians of Don Bosco, to help give these boys a family where they 
could recognize their dignity as children of God. 

I first met Don Bosco at my first teaching assignment, Archbishop Shaw in New Orleans, a Salesian high school 
(St. Bosco’s not St. de LaSalle’s order.) My mentors during those years, Fr. Abe Feliciano, SDB, Fr. Steve Ryan, SDB, 
Fr. Lou Molinoli, SDB, and Fr. John DeFiore, SDB (God rest his soul) demonstrated to me that Don Bosco was 
not some far distant saint, but was alive and well in the order he founded well over a century ago. Each Salesian 
I met, regardless of his age, always seemed to exude 
a youthfulness and a playfulness that I found attractive 
as I developed my own style of teaching. They seemed 
to live out the childlike quality that Jesus calls us to in 
the Gospels and that Don Bosco modeled so well. As 
I learned more about Don Bosco and his love for the 
young and the poor, and as I witnessed his legacy, I 
found myself wanting to emulate him and his method.

Two ideas from Don Bosco have stayed with me 
throughout my fifteen years as a teacher, youth minister, 
and father. The first is that real education happens in 
the context of a family. This will probably not come as 
a surprise to most of us, but learning happens most naturally and often easily in the context of a family. For Don 
Bosco, his boys were not just his students, but truly were a part of his family. It is in this context that students can 
feel safe and secure in order to be pushed and stretched to grow. In the classroom, I have found it important to 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Married & engaged couples of JPG, you are 
welcome to the rescheduled Couples of JPG 

Date Night on Friday, February 11. Blaine and 
Denise Wyninger from Lake Charles, leaders in the 

Domestic Church movement, will share with us 
about what they have identified as key components 

to every faithful Christian family and share their 
experiences of growing as a family in Christ within 

a community of families.

General Admission Tickets for the 15th 
Annual Veritas Lecture & Gala Dinner will 

be $125. Parents will enjoy a discounted 
ticket that will go on sale in mid-February. 

Mark your Calendars! 
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Celebrating Truth
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“After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and

asking them questions. And all who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers.”

(Luke 2: 46-47)

“The Eucharist is ‘the source and summit’ of the Christian life.” (CCC 1324)
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“We give thanks to God always for all of you . . . remembering before our God and Father your work

of faith and labor of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 1:2)

“Blessed is the nation whose God is the Lord, the people whom he has chosen as his heritage!”

(Psalm 33:12)

“Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his

cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake

will find it.’” (Matthew 16:24-25)

All School Mass

Feast of the Presentation of the Lord & Candlemas

Parents invited to attend Mass!

All School First Friday Adoration

Perpetual Adoration Sign Up Day

Parents invited to attend Adoration!

Feast of St. John Bosco, patron of school children

It's Good to be a Guardian!

Spirit Shirt Day with uniform bottoms

We celebrate the beauty of our campus!

John Paul the Great Academy is a small,
independent, Catholic school that provides a
rigorous classical education in the liberal arts

and sciences and promotes the sacred
traditions of the Roman Catholic Church.

Our Mission

According to the Mosaic law, a mother such as Mary who 
had given birth to a male child was considered unclean for 
seven days; moreover, she was to remain “in the blood of 
her purification”—i.e., outside the temple—for thirty-three 
days more. If the woman had borne a daughter, the time 
that she was excluded from the sanctuary was doubled.

When the time (forty or eighty days) was over, the mother 
was to “bring to the temple a lamb for a holocaust and a 
young pigeon or turtle dove for sin”; if she was not able 
to offer a lamb, she was to take two turtle doves or two 
pigeons; the priest prayed for her and so she was cleansed 
(see Leviticus 12:2-8). Forty days after the birth of Christ, 
Mary complied with this precept of the law. She redeemed 
her first-born from the temple and was purified by the 
prayer of Simeon the just in the presence of Anna the 
prophetess (see Luke 2:22).

No doubt this event, the first solemn introduction of Christ 
into the house of God, was celebrated in the early Church 
in Jerusalem. We find it attested to in the first half of the 
fourth century by the pilgrim of Bordeaux, Egeria or Silvia. 
The day—February 14—was solemnly kept by a procession 
to the Constantinian 
basilica of the 
Resurrection and Mass 
that included a homily 
on Luke 2:22.

At that time, the feast 
had no proper name; 
it was simply called 
the fortieth day after 
Epiphany. This latter 
circumstance shows 
that, in Jerusalem, 
Epiphany was when the 
feast of Christ’s birth 
was celebrated. From 

February 2 - Candlemas, also called Presentation of the Lord
Taken from Catholic.com

Jerusalem the feast of the fortieth day spread over the 
entire Church and later was kept on February 2, since 
within the last twenty-five years of the fourth century 
the Roman feast of Christ’s nativity (December 25) was 
introduced.

The solemn procession represents the entry of Christ, who 
is the light of the world, into the Temple of Jerusalem. The 
procession is always kept on February 2, even when the 
office and Mass of the feast is transferred to February 3.

Parents, please join us for an All School Mass on 
the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord where 

there will be a Candlemas procession.

Presentation of Jesus in the Temple, 
Rembrandt

Parents, help us to meet our goal of filling 
all open holy hours by Friday, February 4, 

the end of Catholic Schools Week.

Wednesday, February 2
All School Mass

8:30 am - Blessed Frassati Gym

Contact Scott Artigue, sartigue@jpgacademy.org



  Veritas    Fides    Virtus 4

GUARDIAN NEWS

live this out in the ways that we can, by providing 
opportunities to share in each other’s lives. JPG does 
this somewhat naturally by being a K-12 school. 

I have also found 
that the various 
extracurricular 
programs, especially 
the pilgrimage 
program, have helped 
students and teachers 
to share a common 
life. 

In order to help 
foster this sense of 
belonging to the 

family, Don Bosco encouraged his priests, brothers 
and lay educators to utilize the three pillars of his 
preventive system in all the encounters they had 
with their boys: reason, religion and loving kindness. 
This system invites us to accompany the young 
in friendship as they grow as opposed to simply 
correcting and berating them when they fall short of 
our expectations. The way that I have attempted to 
internalize this in my own life as an educator and as 
a father is to ground the decisions that I make for my 
students or corrections I dole out in clearly articulated 
reasons with the ultimate goal of helping them to 
become the child of God they are being called to 
become. I try to ensure that my decisions are not 
meted out for the sake of retribution or vengeance, 
but rather to help my students to grow in virtue 
and as such I am challenged to act with patience, 
sympathy, and compassion towards my students. This 
method helps me to recognize the student that is 
before me, not the student I wish I had, and to meet 
him where he is to help challenge him to something 
greater.
Being a teacher, like being a parent, is hard, but 
I have found that by following in the footsteps of 
others who have gone before to help make it a little 
easier. St. John Bosco, pray for us!

St. John Bosco, Friend of the 
Young and the Poor 
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